
Community action on 
Climate Change

Final Report With thanks to national lottery players



Thankyou

We are immensely grateful for the lottery contribution to our climate change work in Staveley. 

SENS is a long-standing voluntary and campaigning group, established in 2007 to promote  and 

facilitate action on sustainability in our community.

In 2022-2023, Together For Our Planet has enabled us to reach and work alongside more and 

different people, through better local communication and more engagement opportunities. 

This was our primary aim.

The information in this report is set out under the headings you suggested: 
• information about the project online; 

• advertising materials; 

• photos; 

• press coverage; 

• testimonials and 

• supporting information

It has been great fun to pull together and we hope you enjoy reading it! If you are left with any 

questions please get in touch. 



 

Information about the project online
We have been able to produce a community newsletter almost every month this year, 
letting people know what they can do and how they can contact us – or others – about 

things they might like to do to tackle climate change. Last year our mailing list was 
around 400, growing slowly. With funding from the lottery (to boost communications) 

our profile is higher and we now send the newsletter to over 690 people.

The newsletter has got better and better with a small number of paid hours from a local 
person to help us with messaging and presentation.

We have also begun making improvements to our Sustainable Staveley website, which 
contains a huge amount of local information and wider links. Our web presence is a 

useful way for people to find out about us and make contact. 

http://www.sustainablestaveley.org.uk/news/
http://www.sustainablestaveley.org.uk/


 

Information about the 
project online

All our newsletters can be found on the 
webpage. We have created a calendar, making 
it easier for people to see what’s going on, and 

we have included a donations button on the 
home screen. 

The ‘Take Action’ section helps people see 
how they can take steps to tackle the climate 

crisis and invites them to join training, 
campaigns and action days.

Our very active Clean River Kent Campaign (a 
coalition with other communities along the 

river) has been a significant source of 
volunteering and media interest this year.

http://www.sustainablestaveley.org.uk/news/


 

Information about the project online 

We’ve written several Case Studies about actions local people 
and businesses are taking to tackle the climate crisis.

http://www.sustainablestaveley.org.uk/staveley-green-case-studies/


 

Advertising Materials
Most of our advertising, messaging and recruitment 
is through facebook, which has had a massive boost 
thanks to the lottery support. We are reaching more 
people (30% growth in followers this year) and have 
excellent links with other local facebook groups and 

networks who can help circulate information. As 
well as active individuals, the school, parish council, 

community noticeboard and several local 
businesses all routinely share our posts.
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Advertising 
Materials

We do still print leaflets 
periodically; at face to face events 
they are a useful prompt, and we 

regularly put posters on all the local 
noticeboards. 

For in person events we also have a 
feather banner and a QR code to 

promote and signpost.



 

River dipping with South Cumbria Rivers 
Trust, as part of our Staveley Community 

Plan Day

Photos
There are lots of pictures of our activities. Here are some of our favourites



 

Photos - Working with Cumbria Development Education Centre on 
the Green PLACE project with the school, in the community



 

Photos - Clean River Kent Campaign

This has been one of our most successful 
profile raising and volunteer engagement 
projects ever. 

More than 120 people have been involved 
in gathering data and supporting local 
monitoring to build an evidence base and 
make an application for Bathing Water 
Status on the River Kent. 

SENS works closely with neighbouring
communities along the river. Our Parish 
council is also very supportive and active 
on water management, championing 
investment in our waste water 
infrastructure, alongside our campaign.

Watch our short video and see the website for lots more information and 
pictures. The results from our 2022 monitoring are also available there.

https://youtu.be/etumaHnGsnA


 

Photos - Litter picking on the streets and in the river

These pictures were 
taken by local 
photographer Jumpy 
James, as a donation 
to the project. With 
thanks.

https://www.jumpyjames.co.uk/photographs/outdoor-sports-and-events.php
https://www.jumpyjames.co.uk/photographs/outdoor-sports-and-events.php


 

Photos - Gardening club at Staveley Primary School 
with the master composter



Photos - Great Big Green Week

In GBGW October 2022 we ran a 
series of events in the community 
including: 

o A Damson Orchard workshop
o a Repair Café
o launch of the Community Ebike 

project
o a ‘Dark Skies’ talk by Friends of 

the Lake District 

In GBGW 2023, which is in June, 
we will be continuing to engage 
people by providing a range of 
activities and talks and a fun quiz 
to get people thinking about 
climate change facts, and what 
they can do.



Photos - Ings Summer Fayre

Family fun, 
information sharing 
and home made 
hydro-power.



 

Photos - Community ebikes scheme

Staveley is trialing a 
groundbreaking community ebikes
scheme, run by SENS volunteers. It 
offers members very reasonable 
hourly hire rates on two bikes, to 
reduce car-dependency. The 
scheme has been set up with ‘open 
source’ replication in other places 
in mind.

Together For Our Planet has 
supported this significant work 
through support for SENS 
communications and promotional 
work. 

Photo credit James Vincent



 

Photos - Fruit tree grafting with South Lakes Orchard Group

This training has been so popular we have run it twice. It encourages 
people to think about growing trees in their space, and to think 
about local fruit and food production.



 

Photos - Community Orchard Work Days



 

Photos - Repair Café with Simply Repair

Fixing things 
together, learning 
new skills and talking 
about waste. SENS 
has hosted five 
repair café events 
this year, with help 
from Simply Repair.

https://www.simplyrepair.org.uk/


 

Press 
Coverage

There has been significant 
local and national interest 
in the Community ebikes 

scheme.

In June we are being 
included in a piece for 

Countryfile on BBC 
television.

Cumbria Life 
magazine and 
Westmorland 

Gazette, print and 
online coverage



 

Press 
Coverage

We have had success in 
local and national 

media with the Clean 
River Kent Campaign 
and Bathing Water 

Status application. This 
has included print 

media, online news 
coverage, TV and radio. 

Print media, 
Westmorland 

Gazette, 
Cumbria Life 
and online 

Byline Times

https://northwestbylines.co.uk/environment/pollution/pollution-levels-in-the-river-kent/


 

Testimonials

Di, scheme subscriber:

I think it’s a really good scheme. Staveley are privileged to have a 

Community Ebike Share Scheme. I love the idea that visiting 

relatives and friends can use them under our personal 

subscription.

The community ebikes scheme generates user feedback 
in order to make sure it can continue to improve and 
meet changing needs.

Sheelagh, scheme subscriber:
I would definitely recommend the scheme, it certainly 
changed my perception of e-bikes. I found it easy to use 
and the variation in settings meant you could tailor the 
degree of assistance to what was required.



 

Testimonials

Jim McMahon MP – Shadow Environment Secretary

“I've visited community groups up and down the country. A really good example 

making a difference is the amazing work that the Clean up the River Kent campaigners 

do as they look to improve water quality where the Tories have failed. They and 

others deserve better and I’m committed to addressing that!”

People and organisations have publicly endorsed the work of the Clean River 
Kent Campaign in Staveley and beyond.

Lake District Folk Festival organisers

“The Kent runs alongside the temporary campsite we had on the Rec, and enhanced the 

visitors experience of the village. Let's do what we can to protect it. We applaud your 

efforts at CRKC. I am already on your mailing list and hope to get more involved in 

future activities.”

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcleanriverkent%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUHYRGvsgw-nk-xYwon66JMO9P4A2eAuei10_wp2P6lGugv_vF_wEBcAIC_8UxAKyZ7GBoGCpLV0Z4Wr4WEiQhHKlDjyAhZvDu0-ELcVkc9GDYvLu7zC02kSEw-YioQqbE%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C01%7C%7C11547e8649c24f73094a08db68d5d369%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638219039807650836%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ATT0t4zcmUybV1y3AM1qot5xNIb1SAplKLugyN%2FgvXY%3D&reserved=0


 

Testimonials

“A personal bike 
tyre tutorial! 
Thankyou!”

“Quick, friendly and 
effective mend. 

Brilliant!”

We ask for feedback at our Repair Café events, and 
also see comments in response to facebook posts.  
Here is a selection of what people have told us 
about Staveley Repair Café.

“I have learned a 
valuable life skill 

here today.”

“Personal 
satisfaction in a 
job well done.”
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